
Effective engagement: 
what makes  

infectious diseases different? 

Dr Siouxsie Wiles 
University of Auckland 

@SiouxsieW 



@SiouxsieW 



@SiouxsieW 



Making knee surgery safer 
Control Traditional New 

Infection of implants  
96h after surgery 
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https://www.rt.com/news/330728-gmo-mosquitoes-zika-virus/ 



http://www.stuff.co.nz/business/farming/dairy/9041155/Vet-links-botulism-to-farms-not-pipes 
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http://naturalnews.com 
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http://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/news/article.cfm?c_id=1&objectid=11433754 



http://globalnews.ca/news/2579061/should-parents-be-forced-to-give-kids-
conventional-medicine-alberta-case-raises-ethical-questions/ 
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“You have been very unproductive….” 

“What the hell do you know about….” 

Issues: perceptions of some 
peers & line managers 

“Not one of the important medals” 

“There is no need to stoke public interest in this…….” 



The bigger picture… 

A scientifically literate and engaged society 
 
 

Countering pseudoscience & dangerous bullshit 
 
 

Letting the public know how we spend their money 
 
 

Busting myths and perceptions about science and scientists 



s.wiles@auckland.ac.nz 

www.youtube.com/user/Skeptimoo 
 
 
 

www.sciblogs.co.nz/infectious-thoughts/ 
 
 

www.superbugslab.org 

@SiouxsieW 
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